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English and Literacy Policy 2010
Aims:

· Develop our children as speakers and listeners, giving opportunities to express ideas to a range of audiences, encouraging appropriate listening and responses to others, giving opportunities to evaluate and reflect on own speech, encouraging the use of vocabulary and grammar of Standard English whenever appropriate.

· Teach children to read accurately and fluently using a range of strategies with a particular focus on synthetic phonics in FS2 and Key Stage 1. Help them understand and respond to what they read using inference, deduction and be able to discuss and evaluate a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, commenting on how authors use language to create impact on the reader. Encourage the enjoyment of reading and independence. Teach children to use skills of skimming and scanning to retrieve information and be able to interpret the information for a range of purposes.
· Teach children to write effectively for a range of purposes and readers, adapting style and vocabulary accordingly. Encourage writing with interest, commitment and enjoyment. Show them how to write through a variety of fiction and non-fiction genres. Show how to evaluate and reflect on own and others writing. Give knowledge and strategies to become confident and accurate with spelling, punctuation and grammar. Teach a fluent and legible style of handwriting.

Objectives :

By following:
National Literacy Strategy Revised Framework.

Speaking, Listening and Learning: Working with children in Key Stages 1 and 2

Letters and Sounds

Y2/3 Phonics and Spelling transition Programme

Spelling Bank (KS2)

Developing Early Writing (KS1)

Grammar for Writing (KS2)

Handwriting for Presentation
Reading@Home
Early Literacy Support (Y1)

Year 3 Literacy Support Programme - Y3LS (Y3 & 4)

Further Literacy Support (Y5) and Autumn Term Y6
Catch-up Programme
Reading Recovery
Direct Phonics

Accelerated Reading Programme

Additional resources to support SEN, EAL and Gifted and talented pupils
Talking Partners
The skills and enjoyment of English are developed using an integrated approach. In the Foundation stage children are given a rich variety of experiences where they can develop and explore their skills and knowledge of English. In KS1 and KS2, a balance of text, word, sentence and grammar skills is taught through direct teaching, group and independent work and investigations within the Literacy Hour. The children are given further opportunities to explore English through cross-curricular activities and in extended writing time. 

A programme of target setting for writing and reading is in place to raise standards of attainment in English.

Level descriptors for writing are in place to support the levelling of children's fiction and non-fiction writing from Working towards to Level 5. 

There is a well-resourced Literacy Base which houses banded guided reading texts, big books and a range of resources to support teaching English and Literacy. The texts and materials are banded according to Book Bands published by the Institute of Education. 
Homework:

Children are expected to take home weekly spelling lists, reading books and other literacy work to reinforce skills and concepts taught in class.

Assessment and Record-Keeping

Reading

Phonics tracking in KS1 half termly

PM Benchmarking termly
Assessing Pupil Progress termly – Periodic assessment
Guided Reading Records (with integrated reference to Speaking and Listening)

Target setting for reading based on outcomes from running records

Use of 'I can' statements (displayed in exercise books and, reading journals, wall displays) 

Weekly assessments of objectives covered against success criteria

Standard Assessment Tasks/ Tests

Optional Standard Assessment Tasks/ Tests

Setting Curricular targets based on Gap Analysis of KS1 and KS2 SATs and Optional SATs

Writing
Assessing Pupil Progress termly – Periodic assessment
Half termly pupil tracking
Guided Writing Records (with integrated reference to Speaking and Listening)

Termly writing scrutiny to track pupil progress against targets set

Target setting based on outcomes from writing task

Use of 'I can' statements (displayed in exercise books and, reading journals, wall displays)

Termly writing assessments covering a range of text types
Standard Assessment Tasks/ Tests
Optional Standard Assessment Tasks/ Tests
Weekly assessments of objectives covered against success criteria and learning intention
Setting Curricular targets based on Gap Analysis of KS1 and KS2 SATs and Optional SATs

Speaking and Listening

I can statements

Target setting termly
Talking Partners assessments

Link with EAL/ SEN policies for assessment of specific groups/ individual children
